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November Editorial - Marvellous Mechanical Museum     
Our President, Nancy Upshall was very fortunate to catch the Compton Verney summer exhibition before it 
closed at the end of September.  It was billed as "The Marvellous Mechanical Museum" with "Rodney 
Peppe's World of Invention".   I'm sure everyone who managed to see it will agree with me that it was truly 
"marvellous", something for everyone: amusing, inventive, imaginative and a visual delight.  Those of you 
with access to YouTube will enjoy this clip.  https://youtu.be/TjWw2_Vvpk8 

The first galleries illustrated the history of automata and the 
mechanical arts from the 18th century.  A glass case held exquisite 
gold, silver and bejewelled examples from that period.  Some were 
made by Faberge and on loan from the Royal Collection.  The 
smallest moving elephant (about 3ins high) was probably a gift 
from India to Queen Victoria.  A snuffbox when opened revealed 
an intricately detailed silver sailing ship moving gracefully over the 
bobbing waves.  A small screen alongside showed the open box 
and the scene in action.  In the galleries devoted to Peppe's world 

of invention, with examples from his early career, as well as a newly commissioned work made specially for 
this exhibition, many of the automata could be activated, either by pressing a button or by turning the 
handle.  The more delicate examples, by other contemporary artists, were operated by the attendants. 

The detail of all these works was amazing - the exploration of the subject imaginative, witty and thorough. 
The "Wolf in Sheep's clothing" snapped its enormous teeth at the hapless sheep.  "The Mermaid of Zennor 
swam peacefully under the puppeteer's shack while he was shown carving the puppet heads.  In the model 
of a Victorian bathing machine / beach hut, a painter worked at his easel, in his comfortably furnished space, 
his antique bicycle propped outside, while newly caught fish fidgeted in a basket at the water's edge. There 
was even a miniature copy of Vanity Fair on the windowsill. 

The artist/inventor of Agriplane 1990, listed and showed its uses, one to 
transport farm animals in a tub, another to dry a collection of multi 
coloured socks on a propeller like device.  "Les Demoiselles d'Avignon" 
made by another artist in 1917, showed women carved in Picasso's cubist 
style, and picked up echoes of Manet's Dejeuner sur l'Herbe".  Right at the 
top, the Virgin was shown breast feeding an energetically sucking baby, 
while beneath her, under a puffy paper cloud, Harpies flew round and 
round, their hair streaming in the breeze.  The pound coin that is needed 
to set it in motion, gave us enough time to enjoy the numerous vignettes - Margaret Thatcher snatching the 
school milk bottles - Joan of Arc consumed by flames - to name but two. 

The high point was the gallery devoted to the work of Roland Emett, a kinetic sculptor 1900 1996. (inventor / 
designer for the film Chitty Chitty Bang Bang) whose witty mechanical clock I remember seeing at the Festival 
of Britain.  The gallery was entitled "Quiet Afternoon in Cloud Cuckoo Land."  On an elevated twisting railway 
chugged a delicate, fragile looking steam engine, and several elaborate carriages, furnished with billowing 
lace curtains, fringes, and chandeliers.  In one an Edwardian gentleman brandished a butterfly net, while 
another, in the next vehicle, listened to an "His Master's Voice" style gramophone.  Another work set out in a 
fenced off grassy meadow showed a farmer serenading his contented cows with a harp. 

There was so much detail visually and in motion and so many of Emett's exquisite drawings that one could 
have spent all day just in that gallery.  The titles alone were enticing and imaginative "Space ship Post 
Office,"- " Nellie the afternoon tea train at Wisteria Halt." 

The work of Tim Hunkin, the designer of Southwold's "On the pier show" and the pier itself, was also 
included.  An exhibition that I could have visited several times and still found more gems to delight.   
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New Perspectives Art Exhibition           
Three well-known local artists who form the New Perspectives group are 
holding an art exhibition in Brinklow. 

• Jack Kirk – produces sculptures from reclaimed metal and glass, 
which can be displayed in the home and garden to create drama and 
atmosphere. 

• Winifred Wilmot – s a prolific fine art painter whose work reflects 
subjects from the world around us, being varied and colourful, 
representational and abstract. 

• Judy Haslam-Jones – is a creative ceramic artist who designs unique 
 and intriguing ornamental pieces to enhance both garden and home. 
This talented trio will be exhibiting their eclectic mix of unusual and traditional art work with something to 
suit all tastes.  You are invited to their exhibition at the Brinklow Community Hall (CV23 0LS).  New 
Perspectives is a free event, being held on Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th November, 2018 between 10am and 
5pm on each day.  Refreshments will be provided by the Brinklow W.I.  Everyone is welcome and admission is 
free.  There will be a collection for the local Parkinson’s Society.   

  Last Month’s Workshop             
Estelle Robinson led a 'paint along' workshop where we all worked off the same initial 
photograph, with an added Christmas theme.  She was demonstrating using soft pastels 
on velour paper, which she supplied along with a selection of pastels. 

This was the first time that I had personally used velour paper, and I found it to be 
amazing to use!  No more pastel dust everywhere - the paper 

retains it all, which also makes it easier to blend colours.  This has certainly rekindled 
my interest in using pastels.  

Estelle was an excellent tutor, making sure she got to speak to everyone individually, 
leaving plenty of time between her demo bits to allow the rest of us to keep up.  The 
class was fun and informal, with plenty of tea at hand, as usual.  We shall certainly be 
booking Estelle again.  Paul Chokran 

Coming CWSA events – Cliff Vince and Christmas  
SATURDAY 3rd NOVEMBER, Cliff Vince will be giving his sculpture workshop, Cliff has been 
working with stone sculptures for 7 years and now is setting up his first workshop.  The 
workshop will consist of shaping and forming different types of stone, and tools, those 
attending will take home a complete sculpture in Alabaster, the stone is soft enough not 
to require a hammer and chisel, there are several designs to choose from or you can 
design your own.  The photo here is a sample sculpture which Cliff created in 1.5 hours so 
what wonders can be achieved in a whole day! 

Christmas!  Sooo nothing booked as yet.  If anyone has a recommendation for a local restaurant which still 
has availability for about 20 of us, please let Paul know.  paulchokran@hotmail.com  

Exhibition Call for the Talisman Theatre          
6th December at 10.30 am. Again, the same date as the monthly coffee morning.   Collection of unsold work 
from the previous exhibition plus hand in.  PANTOMIME!!  The panto this time is Aladdin so please do submit 
something fun and festive perhaps with an Asian twist.   

Please send submissions in the first instance to Jacqui Smithson jacqui.a.smithson@gmail.com with details of 
your piece which should include: price, title, medium and a high-quality image.  Members will be able to 
submit one piece of work each with a maximum size of approx. 100cm x60cm.  Hanging fee £3 per piece 
payable by cash on handing in day.  Any questions regarding either of the exhibitions to Jacqui via email 
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Our Exhibition and Events at the Talisman         
Our November Exhibition runs from 1st November, starting at 10.30 am. 
This will coincide with the monthly coffee morning to which all artists are 
warmly invited and more details are listed below.  The title of the show in 
production is 'My Mother said I never should'.  With this in mind the 
Talisman asked that we provide artwork of a figurative or portraiture style 
for this production.  Several artworks have been received, all designed to 
reflect this request and should ensure a remarkable event! 
Wardrobe Working Days These have been planned for 10th November 11.30 am till 4.00 pm - people can 
drop in during the day if they have an hour to spare.  Rosemary Gowers will be there all day with a list of 
tasks that she can allocate so that we make the best use of time.  
They plan to tidy all the costumes in the studio and sort, label and catalogue all the boxes of clothes and bits 

and pieces that they have.  She would also like to tidy up the wardrobe and dressing 
room area and re-stock it for the coming season.  Tea, coffee and biscuits will be on 
hand for regular breaks!  
Tea (or Coffee) at the Tali A morning session is held at the theatre between 10:30 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. on the first Thursday of every month.  Already we have been experiencing 
mini informal gatherings and we thought this may be an opportunity to make 
something more organised at which potential newcomers to our theatre could come 

along for a chat and look around. 

Warwickshire Art – What’s on Locally            

Art at the Gallery Kenilworth November is Black History Month.  The Curious Boys Club are pleased to 
present an insight into their family’s pasts and celebrate a modern history that will embrace, inspire and 
inform a new generation of curious boys and girls to the flairs and nuances that created them.  

Downstairs at the Gallery Original paintings and textile pieces from Sarah Gwyer, Jacqui Smithson, Sue 
Southorn, Hayley Molesworth, Becky Mae Watson, Emily Tudge and Louise Hutton.  Until Nov 17th 

LSA  Local artists are invited to apply to exhibit at the new Regent Court Makers Market on any of their 2018 
dates for a special rate of £25 when you quote "LSA". (The usual price is £45.)  If you're interested in 
booking a stall, please download CJ Events' application form.   

The Farthing Gallery is a contemporary Craft Gallery and workshop space, owned and run by Helen Clues. It 
is set in the beautiful old 'High Street', Kenilworth just a stone’s throw away from the Historic Kenilworth 
Castle.  Selling high quality British designed and made, craft and art work.   

 We would like to invite you to our Christmas Evening on Wednesday 7th November.  From 5pm we will 
be opening later than usual until 8pm, so why not join us for a glass of mulled wine, festive nibbles and 
maybe a spot of Christmas shopping too.  Contact  h.clues@btinternet.com for further information 

What’s on at the Talisman, Kenilworth           
My Mother Said I Never Should Monday 5th – Saturday 10th November “” ‘Warm, witty and well structured.’  

Journey’s End.  Friday 23rd November at 2.30 ‘A visual assault of the most important senses - heart and mind. 
A must see.’ – Guardian  Open only when a production is playing. 

Local Art and Craft Classes               

Susan Moore, Art Classes and Workshops Tel 07745 144 922 www.susan-moore.co.uk 
Tanya Kozin, Art Classes and Workshops mail: Tatiana.kozin@gmail.com    www.tanyakozin.com 
Jacqui Smithson, Felting Workshops. Mail: Jacqui.a.smithson@gmail.com  www.jacquismithson.com 
Virginia Murphy, Art and Design Courses http://www.virginiamurphy.co.uk 07833 353872 

 

For the latest information visit: http://www.covwarsocart.co.uk 
CWSA Contact: 01905771886 or e-mail tina.watkins47@outlook.com: October 2018 
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