
 

 
 

 

New Editor - Cliff Vince 
For those that don’t know me here’s a quick bio.  I’m been a Principal Chassis Design 
Engineer at TATA motors for the past 2 years ( I’m there for another week, when I 
leave for another job, which I haven't found yet!).  I spent 22 years at Jaguar Land 
Rover and 17 years at Alvis, building and designing armoured vehicles. I’ve never 
studied art just self taught, my main art focus is on stone sculptures, I model in 3D in 
the virtual world for my day job, I find creating beautiful forms relatively easy, the 
difficult part is using the beauty of the material and working with that beauty in your 
design, not easy,  but when you get it right, it feels so good! 

Thank you Tina for the excellent job you have done on the Brushstrokes Newsletter, over to me to continue 
Tina’s  great work!  The past year hasn’t been easy for me, so I’m hoping that I can move on and produce an 
interesting arrangement of news items and articles, especially with help from you members, so when you’re 
able to review whatever art events you attend please pass them on to me. 

Now my plans are to carry on with the Brushstrokes bulletin exactly as Tina has set it up, but once a quarter 
ish I will do a larger version similar to the old newsletter, (probably will be July, September and November) so 
just bear with me.  There’s still plenty going on in my world, like finding a new job and next month I’m 
participating in the Trondheim International Stone Carving Festival with 150 stonemasons and carvers, so I 
have a bit of planning to do.  I will give you an update in June’s newsletter. 

 

Art in the Park in Earlsdon 
There will be a Sketching Session in Spencer Park, Earlsdon, Coventry from 1.00pm - 3.00pm on Wednesday 
May 8th. The aim is to encourage people to draw and paint outdoors with the support of like-minded people. 
Participants need to bring their own art materials. An art teacher will be available for those who need help.  

Refreshments will be available, as well chairs, toilets, a room for locking up belongings and shelter in the 
pavilion if the weather is bad. 

This event has been organised by Friends of Spencer Park who are asking for a small  

donation of £4 per person towards the park funds. 

Location etc:  ​http://www.coventry.gov.uk/directory_record/354/spencer_park 

Website: ​http://www.friendsofspencerpark.org/​   "  

 

CASE at the Herbert 
Another excellent exhibition at the Herbert showcasing the best of the art from the Coventry and 
warwickshire area. 

Congratulations go to ​Paul Chokran​ winner of the Chairman's favourite painting for ‘​Advertising in Delhi​’ 
Winifred Wilmot​, Commended for ‘​Pebbles in the stream​’​. 
Virginia Murphy​, Commended for ‘​Flooded Plain​’. 
Nancy Upshall​, Commended for ‘​Schism​’. 
Cynthia Chandler​ Commended ‘​Good Companions​’. 
Tina Watkins​ Commended ‘​Sir Len of Brum​’​. 
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Michele Drysdale​ Commended ‘​ ​YumYum Heavenly​’. 
Lionel Bull​ Commended ‘​Whitby, North Yorkshire​’. 
Cathy Renken​ Commended ​’​Coventry cathedral at Dusk​’. 
Sue MacGregor​ Commended for sculpture ‘​Standing Figure​’​. 
Definitely a high class of art on display and congratulations to all the above for their excellent pictures, all 
well deserved!  Personally there were a few more which should have been commended, but thats art we all 
have an opinion on what we like and don’t like! 

I was tempted to buy a picture or two but I don’t know how long I’m going to be without a job, so I have to 
be a bit careful with my money, but I’ve taken note of the pictures that I like, so I may be contacting one or 
two of you, soon as I’m back in employment. 

Our Programme for 2019
 

'Drop-in' Sessions. ​Our 'drop-in' sessions are held at the 
Criterion Theatre, Earlsdon, Coventry, once a month 
alternating between Tuesdays and Wednesdays and are open 
from 1pm until 4pm, where members (and guests) can 
drop-in at any time to meet each other, have a chat and a 
coffee and share their artwork. The next session is on 
Tuesday 14th May. Feel free to pop in at any time between 
1pm - 4pm. There is a small charge of £2 to cover teas etc. 
We look forward to seeing you! 

2019 Consortium Exhibition on until 19​th​ May. ​ Work must 
be collected on ​Monday 20​th​ May. 

Tuesday June 25​th​ Tom Shepherd Workshop.  ​Details to 
follow shortly 

CWSA Annual Exhibition - ​at East Lodge again this year and the exhibition will be from ​28​th​ August to 22​nd 
September. 

 

Felting the Masters Workshop with Jacqui Smithson 
 

There are still some places left on Jacqui Smithson's 'Felting the Masters' workshop on 

Friday 10th May from 10.00 – 1.00pm at Stoneleigh Village Hall, Committee Room. If you are interested 
please email ​paulchokran@hotmail.com​, but hurry, places are limited! 
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Coventry City of Culture 2021 

Calling all Coventry artists!  

Coventry City Council has set up two funds: a ‘Get Ready’ Fund seeking applications (for up to £2,000) or a 
more ambitious application under the ‘Roads to 2020 Fund (for up to £10,000), to organise and present 
artworks, activities or events to prepare for, or be part of the Coventry 2021 programme.  The CWSA , as a 
properly constituted local society with an established history of fighting for and promoting Art and cultural 
investment in Coventry, fulfils all the criteria of an organisation seeking to apply for this funding, and this 
initiative presents opportunities for the Association to contribute to the success of Coventry 2021, raise the 
CWSA’s profile and attract new members.  Three members who attended the AGM: Martin Lee, Sue 
McGregor and Kate Purcell, were invited by the Executive Committee to research options, ​but to make a 
successful application for funding, it will be necessary for a substantial number of members to get involved 
in the design and even more, in the delivery of relevant activities​.  
 
Full details of the funds can we found online (see  https://coventry2021.co.uk/funding/ ) but in summary, the 
key requirement under both funds is that potential projects must contribute to supporting the objectives of 
the Coventry 2021 to develop cultural activities that will underpin and enhance the local economy I one of 
the following ways: 
 

- Promoting increase in creativity and the growth and expansion of creative businesses; 
- Widening access to creative cultural activities among socially-disadvantaged  groups in the 

community; 
- Encouraging diversity of participation in arts and other cultural activities (-age, gender, ethnicity, 

accessibility, sexuality and make arts available to isolated communities) , and cultural diversity of 
activities, encouraging all potential community creativity to be unleashed and incorporated. 

 
They need also to fit under one or more of the thematic headings for Coventry 2021. These are ​Being Human 
(stress on the power of culture to cross boundaries and include all aptitudes, beliefs and abilities), ​Moving​ (- 
stressing Coventry’s history as a manufacturer of transport and now of a facilitator of cultural diversity and 
education), ​Underground​ (hidden river, subcultures, innovation) and ​Reinvention​ (different phases of growth 
and decline –‘Phoenix from the Ashes’ – resilience and capacity to reinvent and meet the diversities and 
flexibilities of the future ). 
 
Most of all, they’d need to be feasible, original, innovative and present value for money to the Council and in 
terms of the extent to which they are likely to achieve one or more of the above objectives.  
 
Members have already made a number of suggestions: 
 
Martin Lee has proposed setting up a ​Coventry Working Artists’ Trail​, in which artworks would be offered for 
sale in local venues by members of the Society (or CASE members?) and a ​Coventry Working Artists’ Trail 
Map​ produced, which would benefit the artists exhibiting, give the host venues some publicity and attract 
potential customers or clients to their venues, and provide publicity and perhaps a small amount of income 
to the CWSA. In addition to existing members, other local artists exhibiting in Open Studios might be invited 
to have their studios included, to make their work available to trail-followers all year round, which might 
increase CWSA membership, and include payment of a commission through the Society for any sales made. 
Birmingham’s ​Big Hoot ​initiative (http://thebighoot.co.uk) was a very much more substantial exercise, but 
perhaps lessons could be learned from that?). 
 
 
 
A more comprehensive ​Coventry Art Trail​ could encompass all the many wonderful works of art already 
accessible in the city - like the sculpture exhibition on Warwick University campus (see 
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https://www.warwickartscentre.co.uk/mead-gallery/get-involved/follow-that-hare/), the mediaeval tapestry 
and various other treasures in the Guildhall, the Doom painting in the Holy Trinity church and of course the 
Herbert and other existing galleries.  
 
The Society could organise and evaluate a series of competitions for schools or Coventry residents, about the 
Coventry or the 2021 themes, or run a Coventry 2021 poster competition for the overall year or for specific 
events, or to draw up a plan to work with specific groups of Coventry residents under-represented in arts 
activities (recent migrants, particular age-groups…) to produce artworks that can be exhibited or enable 
more citizens of Coventry to participate in and contribute to the Coventry City of Culture transformation. The 
themes of the initiative and the city’s rich history and diversity provide plenty to focus on. 
 
If you are interested in being part of a team to develop any of the above ideas – or even better, if ​YOU​ have 
an idea that fit the specification that the CWSA might help with developing ​- please contact Cliff or message 
through the CWSA Website, details below.​ If the Society is to succeed in attracting Coventry 2021 funding, a 
great deal of work will be required – but it will be worth it, and as one of the most long-established 
representatives of artists in Coventry, the Society SHOULD be doing it’s bit to contribute to this wonderful 
initiative.  
 
 
Kate Purcell 
 
 
 
 

  
Local Art and Craft Classes

  

Susan Moore, Art Classes and Workshops​ Tel 07745 144 922​ ​www.susan-moore.co.uk 
Tanya Kozin, Art Classes and Workshops ​mail: ​Tatiana.kozin@gmail.com​    ​www.tanyakozin.com 
Jacqui Smithson, Felting Workshops. Mail: ​Jacqui.a.smithson@gmail.com​  ​www.jacquismithson.com 
Virginia Murphy, Art and Design Courses​ ​http://www.virginiamurphy.co.uk​ 07833 353872 
 
 

For the latest information visit: ​http://www.covwarsocart.co.uk 
 
CWSA Contact: ​07929849290​ ​or ​e-mail​ ​313vince@gmail.com​ ​: ​May 2019 
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