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COVENTRY AND WARWICKSHIRE SOCIETY OF ARTISTS 

 

10th Anniversary Exhibition 
14TH SEPTEMBER - 20TH OCTOBER 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who took part and who 
has helped in the various ways.  The opening 
went off very well and the pictures were well 
hung - the exhibition looked fantastic!  The 
feedback from everyone I spoke to was that 
they thought it was the best exhibition 
ever.  Susan Moore 

Award Winners;  
Coventry Heritage & Arts - selected by Ludo 
Keston, Chief Executive. 

'Chardelle' Sculpture by Tanya Kozin 

Selection Panel - Rik Middleton, Elaine 
Duffy, Louise Bagley, George Scott. 

'Tranquillity' - by Tony Coles  

Chairman of the Coventry Arts Consortium - 
Susan Moore 

'Winter Floods' by David Cressman 
 Work to be collected 20th October 2010 

SOCIAL ART GROUP MEETING - October
Our next meeting will be held at Leek Wootton Village Hall on Wednesday 20th 
October from 10.30 until 1pm and we are holding a portrait painting session.  We 
have a live model available and you will be able to work in any medium – bring an easel 
or tables are available - just turn up and paint!  There will be an entrance fee of £3.50 
(including tea and coffee) for members and £4.00 for non members.  All are welcome. 

COVENTRY ARTS CONSORTIUM



 

Members Holiday News
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Sheila Karran writes, we were staying with our German friends in July in the 
lovely old city of Ulm, on The Danube, S. Germany.  My friend, Marlis, and I 
attended a one day stone sculpture workshop nearby.  It was so enjoyable I'll 
try to give a thumbnail sketch of the day. 
 
Washington, our tutor from Zimbabwe, was softly spoken and extremely 
patient.  As we only had 5 hrs to chip away we were encouraged to choose a 
small piece of stone.  It was all soap stone, a variety of colours and shapes 
and varying degrees of softness.  To our delight we found we were the only 
two tutees that day.  Washington urged us to take time to study our stones and 
imagine the image that we 'see' within.  I decided that I had a head trying to get 
out. 

“Holiday News 

“Sheila’s finished head  

We started by making a very basic charcoal outline and 
then, with a hammer and chisel that had claw like teeth at 
one end, we chipped away to reveal the basic shape. This 
is easier said than done as irregularities in the stone 
certainly hamper progress. 

4 chipping hours later and after a fair amount of filing, a 
lunchtime break and much gentle encouragement from 
Washington, my head is emerging! 
 
 Now the rubbing starts with a vengeance.  Firstly with dry 
sand paper, followed by an exhausting time with 
increasingly fine glass paper and lots and lots of water. 
 
This must have gone on for another hour. Oh the aching 
arm.  The adding of water stirred up a slurry of paste over 
the surface of the stone. I was sure I'd end up with my 
head going home in a matchbox. 
 
At last Washington was satisfied with the resulting 
smoothness.  He took over for the next stage with a blow 
lamp.  Wax was brushed over the 'hot head'.  Then more 
rubbing with a cloth.  This was continued later at home, 
several times, over and over again.  Wax, rub with old 
sock.... 
Marlis's leaf can be seen here on the left of Washington. 

We were both so thrilled with our final efforts.  Should 
anyone hear of a stone sculpting workshop anywhere in 
the Midlands let me know! 
 
Oh, cost? The whole day's tuition including the stone 
came to fifty Euros each. 
 
Sheila Karran 
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ART WORKSHOPS “David Wilcox”
Ballet and Dance

Your feedback overwhelmingly asked for more 
workshops so we are intending to run a series of full 
day (10-4pm) workshops over the coming months.   
 
David Wilcox will be conducting our first all day 
workshop in water colour or Dance on Wednesday 
26th January 2011 at Leek Wootton Village Hall.   
 
David graduated with an Honours degree in Fine Art 
in 1978 and followed this with a Post Graduate 
Certificate in Education with Distinction at Birmingham 
College of Art and Design. After teaching in Devon for 
three years he became a professional artist in 1983.  
He says; “as a watercolourist, I use the English technique 
of many transparent washes, allowing only the white of the 
paper to create the highlights. By contrast, in my canvases 
I use the Baroque technique of pulling the image out of a 
dark background for dramatic effect.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following coffee we held a painting appraisal session. 
Many seasoned artists and quite a few new to 
painting bought their work to be appraised and found 
the comments of the group very helpful and 
instructive.  We are hoping that Nancy will be able to 
run a full day workshop in the New Year.  Further 
details to follow. 

“Nancy Upshall”
Explorative works

Nancy Upshall who many of you know, gave us an interesting 
and thought provoking insight into abstract painting at our 
Social Art Group meeting in September.   
 

Bookings are now being taken for David Wilcox’s session in 
January and places are filling up.  Please email or phone Tina 
Watkins to book your place. 
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“Articles Needed” 

OTHER CWSA NEWS

“Raffle Prize Donations” 

The November social group meeting will be held at Leek Wootton Village Hall on 
Wednesday November 26th at 10.30am – 1.pm.  We are staging a craft session –
Fun with Textiles.  This will consist of a felting demonstration and then plenty of 
hands on experience; you will be able to take away your finished article.  You will 
need to book in for this one as materials have to be bought and the price will be 
£6.00 each for members, £7.00 for non members which includes materials and 
coffee. 

November Social Art Group Meeting
“Don’t miss the next 
Social Art Group” 

 Jacqui Smithson Solo Exhibition - Artist of the Month 
Jacqui Smithson held a solo exhibition at the Loft Theatre in Leamington Spa 
during September.  Jacqui was very excited to report a sale recently and this 
qualified her as our “artist of the month”.  Many congratulations Jacqui! 

“Jacqui’s red spots” 

 Articles needed
This newsletter is produced by the members, for the members but without your 
contributions it will die. I feel sure there are many of you who would like to contribute 
something.  Perhaps you have entered a local exhibition – it may be useful for new 
members to have the benefit of your experience.  Did you sell anything?  Also of 
great interest to members who might be wondering if exhibiting is worthwhile.  Did the 
lovely weather this year inspire you to great things? – we would all like to know.  You 
don’t need to be a literary genius to contribute – just let me know the bare facts and I 
can set it up.  Please contact me directly with anything you might think will be of 
interest.   
Tina Watkins 

 Raffle Prize Donations needed
Donations are needed for our Christmas Raffle – please give a thought to what you 
might offer to help the Society.  All donations gratefully received. 

CWSA Christmas Exhibition
Our third exhibition will be held at Kenilworth Library 8th - 22nd December 
2010.  Members may submit 2 pieces of work in any medium plus 2 pieces of 3D 
work not previously shown at a CWSA exhibition.  Members may also submit 3 
browser pieces.  We are happy to sell cards made by members as long as they are 
clearly marked with member’s name and price.  To enable our Christmas Exhibition 
to be a success we are asking every member if they would be willing to steward at 
least one session between December 9th and December 21st.  
 
Everyone should have received their submission and stewarding forms now – 
please contact Jacqui Smithson if you would like more forms sent. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Newsletter Title

BACK PAGE NEWS 

Coventry Arts Consortium 
20th October Exhibition closes and work 
should to be collected 

Social Art Group 
Wednesday 20th October, Leek Wootton 
Village Hall, 10.30am – 1.00 pm – 
Portrait Painting with a live model.  
£3.50 members £4.00 for non members 

Social Art Group 
Wednesday 24th November, Leek 
Wootton Village Hall, 10.30am – 1.00 
pm - Textiles for Fun – Felting £6 for 
members £7.00 for non members.  All 
materials included 

Events Diary 

CWSA COMMITTEE 2010 
 
  PHONE:   E-MAIL: 

President  Jane Powell 01676 532418   jane@jpartstudio.co.uk 
Vice Presidents Nancy Upshall, Edna Elwel, Maurice Buer,  
Chair Richard Pheasey  02476 419125   pheasey77@yahoo.co.uk 
Vice Chair Sheila Fitzgerald 01926 853883   phitzi@btinternet.com   
Secretary Valerie Kaye  02476 419125   pheasey77@yahoo.co.uk 
Treasurer Gill Buick  01926 419743 gillian_buick@sky.com   
Membership Secretary Maureen Townsend 01926 428273  daveat6@tiscali.co.uk 
Exhibitions Jacqui Smithson   01926 851764  jacqui.smithson@virginmedia.com 
Newsletter/Web editor Tina Watkins 01926 777169  tina.watkins@ntlworld.com 
Events Subcommittee Elaine Duffy, Jacqui Smithson and Tina Watkins 

Events on the Web!
See us at:

www.covwarsocart.co.uk

Christmas Exhibition  
The CWSA Christmas Exhibition will be 
held at Kenilworth Library 8th - 22nd 
December.  Everyone should have 
received their submission forms – 
please contact Jacqui Smithson if you 
would like more forms sent. 

Members Christmas Lunch 
Our Christmas lunch will be held at 
12.30pm on Saturday 4th December at 
Warwickshire Golf and Country club at 
Leek Wootton.  . Everyone should have 
received their menus and booking form 
– please contact Jacqui Smithson if you 
would like more forms sent. 
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STOP PRESS – Fish and Chip Lunch
We are holding a Fish and Chip Lunch and Quiz in February.  We would like to hear 
your views on several areas of Society interest and a full agenda of possible items 
will be published well beforehand.  One of the main items of interest is the 
forthcoming Centenary Exhibition in 2012 as our plans need to be put in place well 
ahead of time.  It is envisaged that several project groups will be needed and we 
would like to hear your views on our future direction. 

The last Fish and Chip Lunch was well attended and everyone especially enjoyed 
the quiz and raffle. 


